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In response to the Official Action dated June 21, 2002, please^nt^h e following 
amendment: 




(amended) A method for evaluating financial pjafis, comprising the steps of: 
receiving from a user financial plan informajjkm, comprising a predetermined initial value 
of an investment, at least one predetermined copmbution amount at a predetermined contribution 
tim^ at least one predetermined withdrawamnount at a predetermined withdrawal time 
ubsequent to the predetermined contribution time, and a plan duration; 

selecting a first historical c€*mmencement date for a simulation of performance of a 
financial plan consistent with s^ud financial plan information; 
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using historical financial market data commenciilg from said first historical 
commencement date, calculating the changes in said predetermined initial value of an investment 
for each time period in one or more series of successive historical time periods, said step of 
calculating including allowing for said predetermined/contribution amount and said 
predetermined withdrawal amount, continuing until an expiration of the plan duration; and 

selecting a plurality of second historical commencement dates and repeating the 
foregoing steps of calculation commencing with e^ch of said second historical commencement 
dates. 



7. (Once amended) A system for evaluacing financial plans, comprising: 

means for receiving from a user financifal plan information comprising a predetermined 
initial value of an investment, at least one predetermined contribution amount at a predetermined 
contribution time, at least one predeterminecy withdrawal amount at a predetermined withdrawal 
time subsequent to the predetermined contribution time, and a plan duration; 

means for selecting a first historical/ commencement date for a simulation of performance 
of a financial plan consistent with said financial plan information; 

means for using historical financi/l market data commencing from said first historical 
commencement date, calculating the chaAges in said predetermined initial value of an investment 
for each time period in one or more series of successive historical time periods, said step of 
calculating including allowing for saidA^redetermined contribution amount and said 
predetermined withdrawal amount, continuing until an expiration of the plan duration; and 

means for selecting a plurality of second historical commencement dates and repeating 
the foregoing steps of calculation copmencing with each of said second historical 
commencement dates. 



13. (amended) A storage medium having stored therein a plurality of instructions, 
wherein the plurahty of instructic^ns, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to 
perform the steps of: 



